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New Year’s Day 2025

_ Dear Parents and Teachers,

2024 passed by in a hurry. The school calendar and academic schedule dominated everything.

There is hardly ever time to stop. A new year beckons and has arrived. It is a new year; a new
beginning, bringing renewed hope. It is time to review the past year and plan for the next.
Even if you have the noblest ideals and the most worthy aspirations, without action, they are
merely empty words. It is most important that we take action to improve life.

To fulfill your dreams, you must first know and understand yourself. I once introduced an
ancient Greek riddle to the students in our weekly assembly: "What animal crawls on four legs
in the morning, walks on two legs at noon, and walks on three legs in the evening?" The
answer is: "people”, but surprisingly many people fail to appreciate that if we cannot clearly
understand ourselves, it will be difficult to make plans and set personal goals. Parents,
teachers and children must build and use their own self-awareness. Only through this
experience of awakening can you establish clearer and more realistic goals for yourself, and
personal dreams can be fulfilled while pursuing your own happiness.

In today’s ever-changing times, everyone must appreciate the value of listening and
observing, especially teachers and parents. This is the most important skill in building good
relationships. It is also necessary to be able to listen comprehensively, that is, not only to hear
words superficially, but also to pay attention to intonation and body language. Real dialogue
can only be exchanged where we use the power of empathy to understand the deeper
meaning of each sentence. Conversation and reqular discussion are the most effective tools
for genuine communication.

Learning is not just for children. Teachers and parents also need to keep learning, while
enjoying the process of learning together—sharing and communicating, thinking and
critiquing, and turning knowledge into skills. Humility and courage are also needed to face
challenges with the children.

The close cooperation between our school and the home environment is based on mutual
trust and mutual understanding. Trust is the basis of any cooperation. Only in a harmonious
and caring atmosphere can children be raised healthily and happily. I wish for every child to
grow up healthily and happily in the future. Recognise and celebrate their diversity, because
each child is unique and has a different pathway towards growth. As long as we believe, we

can cultivate children to have the self-confidence and determination to realise their dreams .

and live a happy life.

I wish you all a Happy New Year and a happy life in 2025 and long afterwards.

Dr LAU, Siu-Ling

Founding Principal School Consultant | —_p @
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